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SENIOR PROJECT FALL  2021 
SENIOR PROJECT 
MART 499, Section 01, 3 credits. Prereq: none. Fall 2021
Instructor: Tobin Addington Day & Time: Th 1:00-3:20
E-mail: tobin.addington@mso.umt.edu Room: McGill 228
Office: McGill 234
Office Hours: Tues. 2-3pm; Wed. 1pm-2pm 
Course Description:
Students will identify, analyze, and practice the specific techniques needed to produce a 
sophisticated, culminating creative work that will highlight the skills, experience, and practices 
acquired over their time in Media Arts. For some this will be a short film or animation, for others 
a video game design experience, for still others a significant screenwriting project (a pilot or the 
first half of a feature film, say), and so forth. 
Students will pitch their projects, collaborate with their peers, and complete the bulk of 
production during the course of the semester. Class meeting times will be devoted to honing 
presentation skills, developing projects, critiques, and planning, scheduling, and moral support. 
By the end of the semester, each student will have completed their own project and assisted  at 
least two other students with theirs. These projects will be complete with creative statements 
and supporting documentation. They will demonstrate a mastery of craft, innovation, and 
imagination, as well as represent the full range of the Media Arts experience. 
Course Goals 
Strengthen visual analytical skills Think critically 
Demonstrate a mastery of the craft of a 
given discipline 
Articulate a well-thought out creative vision 
Enhance pre-production and pre-
visualization skills 
Practice verbal communication skills through 
pitching projects 
Practice narrative post-production work Enhance knowledge of media history and ethics 
Produce final project from conception 
through completion 
Practice effective collaborations 
Evaluation 
Final grades are based on the following criteria: 
Grade Determination: 
20 points (10%) . . . . . . . . . Attendance & Participation 
40 points (20%) . . . . . . . . . Pitch 1 
40 points (20%) . . . . . . . . . Pitch 2 
20 points (10%) . . . . . . . . . Presentation 
20 points (10%) . . . . . . . . . Production Notebook 
60 points (30%) . . . . . . . . . Final Project (rough and fine cut) 
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SENIOR PROJECT FALL 2021 
Deadline Policy: All deadlines are final. Late assignments will receive 50% of their original
grade and will only be accepted up to one week past their original deadline.
Punctuality: Be on time. Walking in late is disruptive, disrespectful, and unfair to your 
colleagues.
Professionalism: This is a workshop class, requiring you to engage with and comment on your 
work and the work of others. You are expected to be respectful, open-minded, and constructive
in your criticism. Similarly, you are expected to take criticism gracefully and without getting
defensive.
Responsibility: During this class you will be wearing many hats. You are responsible for 
looking at the syllabus and calendar, and scheduling yourself accordingly.
You will be responsible for assisting at least two other projects in class. This doesn’t have to be
working – but some amount of collaboration is required. The most important thing is that you
provide meaningful, substantial assistance to your colleagues.
Other Course Policies 
School Statements
• COVID-19 policy: The University of Montana requires masks for every course being held 
in a classroom, lab, or studio until otherwise informed. 
• Land Acknowledgement: 
The University of Montana acknowledges that we are in the aboriginal territories of the 
Salish and Kalispell people. Today, we honor the path they have always shown us in 
caring for this place for the generations to come. 
• Inclusion Policies: 
The University of Montana values leadership, engagement, diversity, and sustainability, 
because our institution is committed to respect, welcome, encourage, and celebrate the 
differences among us. As members of the University of Montana community, we aspire 
to: 
o Respect the dignity and rights of all persons.  
o Practice honesty, trustworthiness, and academic integrity.  
o Promote justice, learning, individual success, and service.  
o Act as good stewards of institutional resources.  
o Respect the natural environment.  
  
The College of the Arts and Media at the University of Montana, has chosen to actively 
pursue equity and access for all persons.  In this charge we will be researching, 
planning, and implementing ways in which our culture can be more accessible, inclusive, 
equitable, sustainable.  It is not enough to be anti-bias in principle without being 
equitable in action. We will implement these actions organized by a group of students, 
faculty, and staff across the entire College in an ongoing way.  
Student Support Resources 
• Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code:  
This Code of Conduct embodies and promotes honesty, integrity, accountability, and duties 
associated with citizenship as a student in our community at the University of Montana. 
This Code exists to protect the interests of the community and dignity of its members, and 
to challenge those behaviors which are not in accordance with our policies. The Code is 
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available for review online at https://staging.umt.edu/student-affairs/community-standards/ 
student-code-of-conduct-2021-pdf 
• Accommodations: Students with disabilities may request reasonable modifications by 
contacting the DSS office.  The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction 
through collaboration between students with disabilities, instructors, and Disability 
Services for Students (DSS).  For more information, please consult http://www.umt.edu/ 
disability. 
• The Writing and Public Speaking Center provides one-on-one tutoring to students at all 
levels and at any time in the writing process. Visit now. Visit often. We’re ready when you 
are. www.umt.edu/writingcenter. 
• Mental Health and Wellbeing Policy: 
The University of Montana is committed to advancing the mental health and wellbeing of 
its students. If you or someone you know is feeling overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in 
need of support, services are available. For help, visit https://www.umt.edu/diversity/ 
resources/mental-health.php 
Stay connected: 
          Please join SVMA social media to stay informed about events and happenings in our  
           school.  
o Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/umt_svma/ 
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Class Schedule
WEEK #1: September 2 
INTRODUCTIONS
Introductions–Description of class and assignments–General questions–Current
status of Final Projects–COVID procedures
WEEK #2: September 9 
PITCH YOUR PROJECT
Students will pitch their project to the class
ASSIGNMENT DUE:
Pitch Senior Projects
Bring work you are most proud of 




Revised Pitch Senior Projects
WEEK #4: September 23 
TABLE READ SCRIPTS FOR FILMS 
Workshop scripts–Working toward greenlight
ASSIGNMENT DUE:
Scripts for Films
WEEK #5: September 30
TABLE READ REVISED SCRIPTS FOR FILMS 
Workshop revised scripts
ASSIGNMENT DUE:
Revised Scripts for Films
WEEK #6: October 7 
REVIEW PRE-PRODUCTION 
Discuss strategies for pre-production of pandemic projects
* Assign Production Notebook & Creative Statement
WEEK #7: October 14 
PROJECT UPDATES 
Update class on projects
Creative Statement
WEEK #8: October 21 
PROJECT UPDATES 
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Update class on projects 
WEEK #9: October 28 
PROJECT UPDATES 
Update class on projects 
WEEK #10: November 4 
PRODUCTION DAY: 
*** Producing Final Projects*** 
WEEK #11: November 11 
PRODUCTION DAY: 
*** Producing Final Projects*** 
WEEK #12: November 18 
ASSIGNMENT DUE: 
ROUGH DRAFTS DUE TODAY!!! 
NOVEMBER 25 NO CLASS HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
WEEK #13: December 2 
REVISED DRAFTS 
Watch & Discuss Revised Drafts 
WEEK #14: December 9 
REVISED CUTS 
Watch & Discuss Revised Drafts 
FINAL MEETING: Thursday, December 15 – 3:20-5:20 
- Hand in complete PRODUCTION NOTEBOOK 
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